
 

A Team Well Taught: Jesus Prays for His Disciples 
John 17:6-19 

 

 Luke 11:1–4 (NIV84) “One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When He finished, one of His disciples said to Him, 
“Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.” 2 He said to them, “When you pray, say: “Father, hallowed be your 
name, your kingdom come. 3 Give us each day our daily bread. 4 Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins 
against us. And lead us not into temptation.” 
 
I.  JESUS SEES HIS DISCIPLES AS ENTRUSTED AND FAITHFUL. 
 

 John 17:6–10 (NIV84) “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave 
them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. 8 For I 
gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they 
believed that you sent me. 9 I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are 
yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them.” 
 

 Philippians 1:6 (GW) “I’m convinced that God, who began this good work in you, will carry it through to completion on 
the day of Christ Jesus.” 

 

 1 Thessalonians 5:24 (ESV) “He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it.” 
 

 2 Timothy 1:12 (ESV) “...I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and I am convinced that He is able to 
guard until that day what has been entrusted to me.” 

 

 Jude 24–25 (ESV) “Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the 
presence of His glory with great joy, 25 to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, 
dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.”  

 
II.  JESUS SEES HIS DISCIPLES AS VULNERABLE AND COMPARABLE.  
 

 John 17:11 (NIV84) “I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 
Father, protect them by the power of your name—the name you gave me—so that they may be one as we are one.”  
 

 John 17:12-15 (NIV84) “While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None 
has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 13 “I am coming to you now, but I 
say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given 
them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is 
not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one.” 

 
III.  JESUS SEES HIS DISCIPLES AS DISTINCTIVE AND VITAL.  
 

 John 17:16-17 (NIV84) “They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is 
truth.”  
 

 Matthew 5:13–16 (NIV84) “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty 
again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. 14 “You are the light of the world. A 
city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, 
and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good 
deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” 

 

 John 17:18–19 (NIV84) “As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, 
that they too may be truly sanctified.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Digging Deeper Before today, had you realized that Jesus sees His followers as gifts given to Him? What evidence is there in your life 
that you believe Jesus? In what ways have you matured in your understanding of what it means to be a follower of Christ? In 
what ways do you think the world is seeing Christ? Do you trust God to protect you? Do you look at the world as a mission field? 

Are you on mission for God? 
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