“Do you understand what I have done for you?”
John 13:1-16

John 13:12 (NIV84) “When He had finished washing their feet, He put on His clothes and returned to His
place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” He asked them.”


I. Understand, Jesus removed dirt, and He removed doubt.
 John 13:1 (NIV84) “It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for Him to leave this
world and go to the Father. Having loved His own who were in the world, He now showed them the full extent of His love.”
 John 13:2 (NIV84) “The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of
Simon, to betray Jesus.”
II. Understand, Jesus knew who He was, and He still did what He did.
 John 13:3 (NIV84) “Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under His power, and that He had come from God
and was returning to God...”
 Philippians 2:6 (NIV84) “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be
grasped...”
 John 13:4-5 (NIV84) “...so He got up from the meal, took off His outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around His waist.
5 After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash His disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was
wrapped around Him.”
III. Understand, Jesus embraced everyone, and He didn’t skip a foot.
 John 13:6–11 (NIV84) “He came to Simon Peter, who said to Him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus
replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash
my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just
my feet but my hands and my head as well!” 10 Jesus answered, “A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his
feet; his whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” 11 For He knew who was going to betray
Him, and that was why He said not every one was clean.”
1. He would wash Peter’s feet even though He would later deny Him. (John 13:38; Matthew 26:69-75)
2. He would wash Judas’ feet even though He had already agreed to betray Him. (John 13:2; Luke 22:1-6)
John 13:12–14 (NIV84) When He had finished washing their feet, He put on His clothes and returned to His place.
“Do you understand what I have done for you?” He asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for
that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet.”
 John 13:15–16 (NIV84) “I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 I tell you the truth,
no servant is greater than His master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him.”
 1 John 2:6 (NIV84) “Whoever claims to live in Him must walk as Jesus did.”
 Luke 22:14–22 (NIV84) “When the hour came, Jesus and His apostles reclined at the table. 15 And He said to them, “I
have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16 For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds
fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” 17 After taking the cup, He gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among you. 18
For I tell you I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 19 And He TOOK BREAD, gave
thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 20 In the
same way, after the supper He took THE CUP, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for
you. 21 But the hand of Him who is going to betray me is with mine on the table. 22 The Son of Man will go as it has been
decreed, but woe to that man who betrays Him.”


Digging Deeper: Do you know what Jesus has done for you? Do you ever doubt God’s love for you? Describe a time when
you saw humility in action. What do you think it was like for the disciples to have Jesus wash their feet? Is there
someone near you that needs some help that you could provide? Will you follow Jesus’ example? Do you need to
be baptized?
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