Christmas Unmasked
The PROCLAMATION of Christmas: The Baby came to connect us.
& 1 John 1:1–4 (NLT) “We proclaim to you the one who existed from the beginning, whom we have heard and seen. We saw Him with our own

eyes and touched Him with our own hands. He is the Word of life. 2 This one who is life itself was revealed to us, and we have seen Him. And now
we testify and proclaim to you that He is the one who is eternal life. He was with the Father, and then He was revealed to us. 3 We proclaim to
you what we ourselves have actually seen and heard so that you may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and
with His Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We are writing these things so that you may fully share our joy.”
Christmas is about appreciating what we have.
& 1 John 1:3 (NLT) “We proclaim to you what we ourselves have actually seen and heard so that you may have fellowship with us. And our
fellowship is with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ.”
& Acts 4:7–20 (NIV84) “They had Peter and John brought before them and began to question them: “By what power or what name did you do this?”
8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! 9 If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness
shown to a cripple and are asked how he was healed, 10 then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. 11 He is ‘the stone you builders rejected, which has
become the capstone.’ 12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.” 13
When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that
these men had been with Jesus. 14 But since they could see the man who had been healed standing there with them, there was nothing they could say.
15 So they ordered them to withdraw from the Sanhedrin and then conferred together. 16 “What are we going to do with these men?” they asked.
“Everybody living in Jerusalem knows they have done an outstanding miracle, and we cannot deny it. 17 But to stop this thing from spreading any
further among the people, we must warn these men to speak no longer to anyone in this name.” 18 Then they called them in again and commanded
them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John replied, “Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God’s sight to obey
you rather than God. 20 For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.”

Christmas is about sharing what we have.

& 1 John 1:3 (NLT) “We proclaim to you what we ourselves have actually seen and heard so that you may have fellowship with us. And our
fellowship is with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ.”
& Luke 2:8–18 (NIV84) “And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you
good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord. 12 This will be a
sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel,
praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom His favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen Him, they spread the word
concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.”
& Acts 22:15 (NIV84) “You will be His witness to all men of what you have seen and heard.”
& 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV84) “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the
reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect...”

Christmas is about enjoying what we have.

& 1 John 1:4 (NLT) “We are writing these things so that you may fully share our joy.”
& Luke 2:10 (NIV84) “But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.”
& John 15:9–11 (NIV84) “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you obey my commands, you will remain in
my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in His love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy
may be complete.”
& Romans 15:13 (NIV84) “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power
of the Holy Spirit.”

Digging Deeper Have you ever regifted something? What do you appreciate most this Christmas? What have you seen Jesus do?
What have you heard that is worth sharing? Are you experiencing “great” joy? Will you regift the Gift of Christmas, this Christmas?
Will you tell someone about Jesus and what He has done in your life? Will you invite someone to come with you to our
Christmas Eve drive-in service where they will hear the Good News about Jesus?
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