Insta-Fam: Wisdom from a Wise Guy
The Book of Esther
1. “If you think you are alone, you are not.”
Esther 2:5-6 (NIV) “Now there was in the citadel of Susa a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin, named
Mordecai son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, 6 who had been carried into exile from
Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, among those taken captive with Jehoiachin king of
Judah.”
Esther 2:7 (NIV) “Mordecai had a cousin named Hadassah, whom he had brought up because she
had neither father nor mother. This girl, who was also known as Esther, was lovely in form and features,
and Mordecai had taken her as his own daughter when her father and mother died.”

2. “If you think opportunity will make an appointment, it will not.”
Ephesians 5:21-23 (NIV) “Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 22 Wives, submit to your
husbands as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church,
His body, of which He is the Savior.”
Esther 1:19 (NIV) “Therefore, if it pleases the king, let him issue a royal decree and let it be written in
the laws of Persia and Media, which cannot be repealed, that Vashti is never again to enter the
presence of King Xerxes. Also let the king give her royal position to someone else who is better than
she.”
Esther 2:17 (NIV) “Now the king was attracted to Esther more than to any of the other women, and
she won his favor and approval more than any of the other virgins. So he set a royal crown on her head
and made her queen instead of Vashti.”
Esther 2:19-20 (NIV) “When the virgins were assembled a second time, Mordecai was sitting at the
king’s gate. 20 But Esther had kept secret her family background and nationality just as Mordecai had
told her to do, for she continued to follow Mordecai’s instructions as she had done when he was bringing
her up.”

3. “If you think hurting others is ok, it is not.”
Esther 2:21-23 (NIV) “During the time Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate, Bigthana and Teresh,
two of the king’s officers who guarded the doorway, became angry and conspired to assassinate King
Xerxes. 22 But Mordecai found out about the plot and told Queen Esther, who in turn reported it to the
king, giving credit to Mordecai. 23 And when the report was investigated and found to be true, the two
officials were hanged on a gallows. All this was recorded in the book of the annals in the presence of the
king.”

4. “If you think you should follow the crowd, you should not.”
Esther 3:2-4 (NIV) “All the royal officials at the king’s gate knelt down and paid honor to Haman, for
the king had commanded this concerning him. But Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor. 3
Then the royal officials at the king’s gate asked Mordecai, “Why do you disobey the king’s command?” 4
Day after day they spoke to him but he refused to comply. Therefore they told Haman about it to see
whether Mordecai’s behavior would be tolerated, for he had told them he was a Jew.”

Esther 3:5-6 (NIV) “When Haman saw that Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor, he
was enraged. ¢ Yet having learned who Mordecai’s people were, he scorned the idea of killing only
Mordecai. Instead Haman looked for a way to destroy all Mordecai’s people, the Jews, throughout the
whole kingdom of Xerxes.”
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5. “If you think it's all about you, it is not.”
Esther 4:13-14 (NIV) “He sent back this answer: “Do not think that because you are in the king’s
house you alone of all the Jews will escape. ™ For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance
for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows
but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?”

6. “If you think you have been forgotten, you have not.”
Esther 5:9-14 (NIV) Haman went out that day happy and in high spirits. But when he saw Mordecai
at the king’s gate and observed that he neither rose nor showed fear in his presence, he was filled with
rage against Mordecai. 1 Nevertheless, Haman restrained himself and went home. Calling together his
friends and Zeresh, his wife, " Haman boasted to them about his vast wealth, his many sons, and all the
ways the king had honored him and how he had elevated him above the other nobles and officials. 12
“And that’s not all,” Haman added. “I'm the only person Queen Esther invited to accompany the king to
the banquet she gave. And she has invited me along with the king tomorrow. '3 But all this gives me no
satisfaction as long as | see that Jew Mordecai sitting at the king’s gate.” ' His wife Zeresh and all his
friends said to him, “Have a gallows built, seventy-five feet high, and ask the king in the morning to have
Mordecai hanged on it. Then go with the king to the dinner and be happy.” This suggestion delighted
Haman, and he had the gallows built.”
Esther 6:1-3 (NIV) “That night the king could not sleep,; so he ordered the book of the chronicles, the
record of his reign, to be brought in and read to him. 2 It was found recorded there that Mordecai had
exposed Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s officers who guarded the doorway, who had conspired
to assassinate King Xerxes. 3 “What honor and recognition has Mordecai received for this?” the king
asked. “Nothing has been done for him,” his attendants answered.”

7. “If you think you have it all figured out, you do not.”
Esther 6:4-10 (NIV) “The king said, “Who is in the court?” Now Haman had just entered the outer
court of the palace to speak to the king about hanging Mordecai on the gallows he had erected for him. 5
His attendants answered, “Haman is standing in the court.” “Bring him in,” the king ordered. ¢ When
Haman entered, the king asked him, “What should be done for the man the king delights to honor?” Now
Haman thought to himself, “Who is there that the king would rather honor than me?” 7 So he answered
the king, “For the man the king delights to honor, 8 have them bring a royal robe the king has worn and a
horse the king has ridden, one with a royal crest placed on its head. ¢ Then let the robe and horse be
entrusted to one of the king’s most noble princes. Let them robe the man the king delights to honor, and
lead him on the horse through the city streets, proclaiming before him, ‘This is what is done for the man
the king delights to honor!’ ” 10 “Go at once,” the king commanded Haman. “Get the robe and the horse
and do just as you have suggested for Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the king’s gate. Do not neglect
anything you have recommended.”
Esther 7:1-4 (NIV) “So the king and Haman went to dine with Queen Esther, 2 and as they were
drinking wine on that second day, the king again asked, “Queen Esther, what is your petition? It will be
given you. What is your request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be granted.” 3 Then Queen Esther
answered, “If | have found favor with you, O king, and if it pleases your majesty, grant me my life—this is
my petition. And spare my people—this is my request. 4 For | and my people have been sold for
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destruction and slaughter and annihilation. If we had merely been sold as male and female slaves, |
would have kept quiet, because no such distress would justify disturbing the king.”

Esther 7:5-6 (NIV) “King Xerxes asked Queen Esther, “Who is he? Where is the man who has dared
to do such a thing?” 6 Esther said, “The adversary and enemy is this vile Haman.” Then Haman was
terrified before the king and queen.”

Esther 7:9-10 (NIV) “Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs attending the king, said, “A gallows
seventy-five feet high stands by Haman’s house. He had it made for Mordecai, who spoke up to help the
king.” The king said, “Hang him on it!” 1 So they hanged Haman on the gallows he had prepared for
Mordecai. Then the king’s fury subsided.”

8. “If you think God is absent, He is not.”
Proverbs 21:30 (NIV) “There is no wisdom, no insight, no plan that can succeed against the Lord.”

Digging Deeper: What is the best piece of advice that your dad ever gave you? William Ward said,
“Opportunities are like sunrises. If you wait too long, you miss them.” Do you think that opportunity is also
% like a sunrise in that another one will come along eventually? Why or why not? Where do you turn
or what do you do when God seems absent? How have you been surprised lately?
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