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Passing the Baton 
 

2 Tim. 1:3 - I thank God, whom I serve, as my ancestors did, with a clear conscience, 
as night and day I constantly remember you in my prayers. 
 

2 Tim. 1:5 - I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother 
Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also. 
 

2 Tim. 2:2 - And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses 
entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others. 
 
1. It has to be the right baton. 

a. Wrong Batons:  
Good behavior 
Success - Athletic, Academic, Career, etc. 
Financial Gain 
Popularity 

 
 b. The Right Baton:  

The Gospel 
John 3:16 - For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
 
The Word of God 
2 Tim. 3:16-17 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God 
may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
 

2. You have to receive the baton before you can pass it to others 
1 Cor. 15:3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that 
he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he 
appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. 
 

3.  It is all of our responsibility to pass the baton. 
 
a. Our first responsibility is our kids and family 

Deut. 6:4-9 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 
These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. 
Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and 
when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie 
them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads.  Write 
them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 
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b. Then it’s our responsibility to share the gospel with everyone 

Matt. 28:18-20 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 
4. The space to pass the baton is limited. 

 a. Kids and teens are more open to the gospel than any other age 
 
 b. We are not promised tomorrow 

James 4:13 - Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this 
or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.” 14 Why, 
you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are 
a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 

 
5. If you drop the baton, it’s not the end of the race 

a. The goal is to finish the race 
Acts 20:24 However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to 
finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task 
of testifying to the good news of God’s grace. 

2 Tim. 4:6-8 For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the 
time for my departure is near.  I have fought the good fight, I have finished 
the race, I have kept the faith.  Now there is in store for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that 
day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing. 

b. Take responsibility and keep going 


